
This 2010 Ribbon of Hope grant to Avery County 
Smart Start: A Partnership for Children expanded 
the Raising A Reader® program in Avery County. 
Raising A Reader is a national early literacy 
program that fosters parent-child bonding and 
brain development to prepare children for 
success in school. The program activities support 
healthy brain development, parent-child bonding, 
and early literacy skills critical to success in 
education.  
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