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Ribbon of Hope  

Eligibility and Application  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Eligibility 

Q:  Can organiza�ons submit more than one applica�on during a grant cycle? 

A:  No. Organiza�ons are encouraged to submit only one applica�on for a cycle. Organiza�ons are 
encouraged to focus their resources on submi�ng one high quality applica�on.  

 

Q:  Can fraternal organiza�ons apply through their founda�ons? 

A:  No. Fraternal and faith-based organiza�ons and their founda�ons are not eligible. 

 

Q:  Are state government programs eligible for the Ribbon of Hope program? 

A:  Only organiza�ons with 501(c)(3) status are eligible for funding.  

 

Q:  What will the Founda�on fund?  

A:  Ribbon of Hope proposals will be considered that relate to the establishment and implementa�on of 
new projects or expansion of an exis�ng program centered on health, science or educa�on which: 

• address cri�cal community needs that have been iden�fied through comprehensive needs 
assessment  

• align with goals and objec�ves of local community agencies 

• demonstrate their sustainability a�er grant funds are expended 
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Q:  What is outside the Founda�on’s scope of funding?  

A:  Ribbon of Hope funds will not support: 

• general opera�ng or core mission support 

• indirect or overhead costs, fringe benefits 

• construc�on or renova�on projects 

• delivery or facilita�on of access to healthcare, medical assistance, or therapeu�c services 

• equipment, vehicles, rent or insurance 

Applica�on 
Q:  What kind of leter does the nonprofit 501(c)(3) organiza�on need to include in their applica�on 
packet from the collabora�ng partner(s)? 

A:  Any�me there is a collabora�ve arrangement between a nonprofit organiza�on and an organiza�on 
such as a school, school district, or any other organiza�on, the nonprofit organiza�on must include a 
leter of commitment from the leadership of collabora�ng partner organiza�on(s) demonstra�ng their 
commitment and contribu�on to the proposed project. 

 

Q:  Does the Founda�on fund proposals aimed at building an endowment? 

A:  No. Ribbon of Hope grants fund programs that emphasize the understanding and application of 
health, science, and educa�on to meet the needs of North Carolina’s ci�zens and communi�es. 
Proposals should relate to a current need in the community �ghtly aligned with this mission, as well as 
the needs of local community. 

 

Q:  Does the Founda�on fund proposals to con�nue exis�ng programs? 

A:  No. Ribbon of Hope grants will support ac�vi�es that establish or expand local programs in health, 
science, and educa�on to serve iden�fied needs of local communi�es. Funds will not be approved for 
general opera�ng expenses, for example, covering all or par�al costs of an exis�ng posi�on where a 
program is not being expanded to support addi�onal par�cipants. 

 

Q:  Our program exists in more than one North Carolina county. For which county should we write our 
proposal? 

A:  Implementa�on in mul�ple coun�es is possible. The funds may be used to serve ci�zens in more than 
one county. 
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Q:  Our program or idea doesn't fit any of the three focus areas. Can we s�ll apply for a Ribbon of 
Hope grant? 

A:  Priority will be given to programs working to advance science, health, and educa�on, consistent with 
the mission of the North Carolina GlaxoSmithKline Founda�on.  

 

Q: Is a Project Plan required to submit with the applica�on?  

A:  A Project Plan template is not required when you submit your applica�on. You may be requested to 
submit a Project Plan to clarify your applica�on, or to establish clear project goals, objec�ves, and 
ac�vi�es. O�en nonprofits find the Project Plan template helpful.  

 

Q:  My organiza�on is really large. Why is my organiza�on’s total opera�ng budget needed when I am 
applying for funding for a specific project? 

A:  Opera�ng budget informa�on allows insights into the overall opera�on of an organiza�on, financial 
status, and management.  

 

Q:  I have my own budget template. Is the Ribbon of Hope budget template required? 

A:  Yes. The Ribbon of Hope budget template is required and is the only budget format accepted. Before 
you begin your applica�on, download the form from our website, complete it and include with your 
applica�on.  

 

Q:  How much funding can I apply for a Ribbon of Hope grant?  

A:  All Ribbon of Hope grants are awarded at $50,000. 

 

Q:  Any repor�ng requirements if awarded a Ribbon of Hope grant? 

A:  Yes. All Ribbon of Hope grants have a final report due at the end of the grant period. Grant recipients 
will receive informa�on in the grant agreement with instruc�ons for comple�ng any interim and final 
grant reports. 

 

 


